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TO THE 


Inhabitants 


PARISH of S. Pant (ovent-Garden. 


His Sermon being Printed, meerl 
becauſe many of you have deſired 
it, I hope you intend it ſhall not 

loſe its Fruit , but be imprinted in your 
Memories, and on your Heart. It is plain, 
as becomes the Habit of a Mourner, but 
what it wants in Ornament, it makes up, I 
truſt, in honeſt affections , and ſubſtantial 
endeavoursto do you good: and if it bere- 
ceived into honeſt and good hearts, may 
conduce much to your happineſs here and 
hereafter. [ pray God it may; and beſeech 
you every day to commit the cuſtody of 
your ſelves, ſo ſeriouſly unto him in well- 
doing, that you may every one of you be | 
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able to ſay boldly, The Lord is my helper, 
and I will not fear what man ſhall do unto 
me: Nay, you may have that comfortable 
hope which S. Paul had, and ſay with him, 
2 Tim.lV.17,18. I was delivered out of the 
month off the Lyon: eAnd the Lord ſhall de- 
liver me from every evil work, and will pre- 
ſerve me to his Heavenly Kingdom. Amen. 


F 


Jeremiah XIV-.+#9. latter parrt. 
Yet thou, O Lord, art in the midſt of us, and 


we are called by thy name, leave us not. 


aa@; H E occaſion of our ſolemn meeting at this time 


ap & is, an Jnfozmation that hath been giver 


Majeſty to grant and appoint, that this day be ſet apart. fo: 
the implczing the mercy and p2otection of almighty 
God to Yis Majetties Koyal Perſon, and in him to 
all his loyal Subjects : and to pzay that God would 
baing to it7ht moze and moze all ſecret Wachinati- 
ons againlt his Majelty, and the whole Kingdom, 

For the obtaining theſe great bleſſings, we ought in the de- 
vouteſt manner to lut up our hearts and our hands (as this Pro- 
pher ſpeaks elſewhere) to God in the Heavens: Acknowledg- 
ing indeed that we are a very ſinful Generation, a people laden 
with iniquity, who delerve, if he ſhould puniſh us according 
to our provocations, to be utterly abandon'd by him, but hum- 
bly beſeeching him, of his infinite clemency to have patience 
with us and ſpareus ; and not to cut us down as barren Trees 
that cumber the ground, but to try us, at leaſt a while longer, 
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'ven, may bring upon us this ſore puniſhment :; For w 
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whether we will bring forth the fruit he juſtly expects from us; 
Which though we have often promiſed, and not performed, 
and thereby made our ſelvs the more obnoxious to his heavy dil- 
pleaſure , yet fince he hath not taken the forfeitures we have 
made of his favour, but ſtill continues it to us, nay, in a won- 
derful mannner defeats the attempts of thoſe, who would ſub- 
vert our Religion ; we have incouragement to importune him 
in ſuch words as thele I have now read, and to fay, though we 
have been falſe to thee and to our own vows, Yet thou, O Lord, 
art in the midſt of us, and we are called by thy Name, leave us 
#0t. 

Which are part of an humble deprecation of Gods diſpleaſure, 
which the Prophet Feremy makes in the behalf of Fadah and Fe- 
ruſalem: And are the fitteſt I could think of, to put into your 
mouths at this time, for the averting of Gods Judgments from 
this poor Church and Kingdom. 

The Fews, for whom the Prophet was ſo 1mportunate 1n 
thole dayes, languiſhed under, and were in danger to be de- 
voured by, a moſt miſerable Famine : which in that Country 
was wont to come from want of Rain, as here, in this part of 
the world, from overmuch moiſture, Thus the Chapter be- 
g10s (as the words run in the Hebrew) The word of the Lord,that 
care to Jeremiah concerning the reſtraints, which were upon 
the clouds, that is, by the command of the Almighty ; who 
detained their ſhowers, and ſo brought a dearth upon the Land. 

This dearth is deſcribed in 2 very dreadful manner, from thence 
to the 7:5 v. But looks nothing lo terribly, to my apprehenſt- 
0N, as a famine of the word of God would av , which we may 
tear would have followed here in theſe Countreys, 1t God had 
permitted our Enemies to accompliſh theirs deſigns againft us. 
For they would have ſhut up the holy Scriptures from you, and 
laid a reſtraint upon that Heavenly Do&rine which hath ſo ma- 
ny years(to uſe the words of -doſes, Dent, 32, 2.) Dropt npor 
you a5 the rain, and diſtilled as the dew : as the [ſmall rain apo 
the tender herb, and as ſhowers upon the graſs, | 

Our unfruitfulneſs indeed under ſuch {weet influences of Wo 
e muſt _ 
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confeſs, as Feremy doth in the 7th v. That our iniquities teſtifie 
againſt us. They are open and apparent ; they accuſe us hea- 
vily, and demand judgment upon us ; they plead for our con- 
demnation and the ſevereſt executions : Fer ovr back-(i1d:95 are 
211ny, and we have finned againft God molt grievouſly, And 
therefore, unleſs he will be favourable to us, as the Prophet 
there ſpeaks, for his own Namesſate, we muſt look for nothing 
but utter deſtruction, 

That is our only hope, as it was theirs. But alas ! ſuch was 
the ſadneſs of their cate, that they had too much reaſon to fear, 
he who was the hope of 1jracl ( as it follows v8.) and the Sa: i- 
our thereof in time of trouble, would not regard them, nor take 
any farther care of them. For that's the meaning of thoſe 
queftions ; why ſbouldeſt thou le as a ſlranger in the land, and as i 
wayfareing Man, who turneth aſide to tarry for a nicht? That 
Is ; as one that minds not what becomes of us, no more than a 
man is concern'd for a place where he intends not to inhabit : 
bur only to paſs thorough, in his way to ſome other Country. 
why ſhouldeſt thou be as a man aſtonied, as a mighty man that can- 
mt ſave? Oras ſome render it, !ike one that zs weary, with his 
former labours and toils for the good of his neighbours ; which 
he finds have been beſtowed to to little purpoſe, that he hathno 
incouragement to do any more to help them. God ſeemed, 
that is, to be reſolved to ſend themno more deliverance, but to 
abandon them to inevitable deſtruction, or matters were 
come to ſucha paſs, that the Prophet feared he would ſoon be 
ſo reſolved : their behaviour towards him being ſo ungrateful, 
as it gave him juſt cauſe to be /;ke a franger among them, and 
toimploy his power no longer for their Salvation, Only this 
they could ſay that he was not yet departed ; upon which the 
Prophet grounds ſome hope he might be. prevailed withal ro 
ſtay with them —Yez, O Lora, thou art in the miaſf of ns, &C. 
This was the only thing remaining, upon which they could 
build any comfortable expectations ; and they were not without 
a great mixture of fear, that notwithſtanding theſe. addrefles to 
him, he might forſake them. 

How like our condition is to theirs, I need not ſtay to tell 
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you ; We have too much cauſe to fear left God, who is our 
only Hope, and hath been heretofore our $atzour, ſhould let 
us reap the fruit of our own doings, and interpoſe no farther for 
our deliverance. He ſhews us indeed what he is ready to do 
for us, if we were diſpoſed to receive his new offers of Salva- 
tion : But we have been ſo little the better for what he hath 
wrought for us, in a long ſeries of Wonders, that it will be no 
wonder if he relolve now upon another courſe, and be, as the 
Prophet here ſpeaks, like a mighty man that cannot ſave 
having wearied himſelf with unprofitable care and pains for our 
welfare. 

But we ought not for all this, tocaſt away all hope in him, 
fince it is apparent by the unexpected diſcovery he hath made of 
the horrid deſigns of our Enemies againſt us, that he is ſtill in 
the midi of us ; nay is deſirous, if we be willing, to ſave us. 
And therefore the fears, and ſad apprehenſions we have, ſhould 
only keep us from preſuming too much, even upon this ſingu- 
lar priviledge and incouragement , and excite us to cry the 
more paſſionately and devoutly, O Lord, leave us not , forſake 
us not, Good Lord, though we are unworthy thou ſhouldeſt 
ſtay with us. | | 

In which humble ſuit that we may prevail with hin, I ſhall 
endeavour, 

I. Firſt, to make you ſenſible, what a priviledge ; what a 
Glory and Security it is, to have God #z the midſt of #s : That fo 
money be awakened to uſe your beſt endeavours to keep him 
with us. | 

2. And you will-be more excited to this, if I briefly ſhew you 
in the Secoxd place, that this extraordinary preſence of God with 
the people, will not ſecure them from the ſevereſt puniſhments, 
if they be diſobedient to him, nor is any reaſon for their pre- 
ſumption that he is immutably tyed to them. No, 

3- It will be apparent thatit ought rather to be expeted he 
fhould puniſh them, becauſe of his care of them (expreſſed by 
this phraſe,) and that he ſhould quite leave them, if they will 
not be amended by thoſe puniſhments, becauſe they are inſen- 
fible of his care. | 
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4. Andhow great a plague that is, I believe you will be ſen- 
fible, though I ſay nothing of it. And therefore, 
s. In the laſt place I ſhill dire& you how to prevent it, by 
ſuch prayers to God as may obtain the favour of his continued 
preſence with us, 


I. 

The F:rft of theſe will need no other illuſtration, but the ex- 
plaining of theſe two Phraſes in my Text ; Thou art i» the midſt 
of us, and we are called by thy Names, By which we ſhall pre- 
ſently diſcern what a glory and ſecurity this was to 1ſrael/ ; and 
what, by a parity of Reaſon, we may now, upon the ſame ac- 
count, make our boaſt of, above many other Nations, The 
explication of the latter depends upon the former , for there- 
fore they were called by his Name, 1, e, owned by him for his pe- 
culiar people, becauſe he was 7 the midſt of them, This alone 
then will require my pains to explain it. And there are S:x ex- 
preſſions, which I have obſerved in the holy Scriptures, that 
teſtifie the extraordinary preſence of God among that people, 
(who now were in danger to be deſerted by him) and abundant- 
ly ſatisfte us in the meaning and propriety of this ſpeech, that 
he was i» the midſt of them. | 

I. Firſt, they are ſaid to be a people ear unto the Lord, Plal, 
148, ult, Heallo exalteth the horn of his people, the praiſe of 
all his Saints, even of the Children of Iſrael, a people near unto 
him, Which ſignifies a particular affetion he had for them ; in- 
clining him to uſe them in a morefamitiar manner, than he did 
any other people upon the face of the Earth. For the reſt of the 
world were treated as ſtrangers, while theſe had the honour to 
approach unto him as his companions and friends. And therefore, 

2. As they are ſaid to be near unto him, fo heis faid to be 
nizh unto them, Which is the reaſon of the'former ; and juſtly 
eſteemed by Moſes to be a priviledge wherein they excelled all 
mankind, Deut. IV. 7. what Nation is there ſo great, who hath 
God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all things that 
we call upon him for ? And what Nation is there fo preat, that 
hath \tatutes and judsments, ſo righteous, as all this Law which 
T ſet before you this diy? The Plalmiſt you read in the place fore- 


- ”- _- ONES — 424 1% a 
- 0 ——_ _ 
CT —_ +& 
- 


= ” 


A Dermon on the late Faſt, 
mentioned, ſpeaks of his exa/ting the horn of bis people, and the 
praiſe of his Szints ,, that 1s, making them a Nation praiſed, 
tam'd, and renowned throughout the World : And here you 
find what it was that made them fo great and illuſtrious, viz, 
The gracious preſence of God among them, ready to do any 
thing for them that they defired , as appeared in that admirable 
form of Government and Divine Service which he had already 
c{tabliſhed in their Nation. 

3. Godsnearnels to them and theirs to him, was manifeſted 


in this, that He dwelt among them, Exod, XXIX. 45,46. And T 


-will dwell amongſt the Children of lirael, and will be their God, 
And they ſhall know that I am the Lord their God that brought them 
ont of the Landof Egypt,that 1 may awell among them + Iam the 
Lorditheir God. It was a conliderable Teſtimony of their near- 
neſs to Gcd, that they had #ood before him at mount Horeb, and 
received the Law from his mouth : which. moved 270ſes to 
charge them to preſerve a ſpecial remembrance of this, as you 
may read at large in Det, IV.1o, 11,12, But though this was a 
moſt memorable, yet it was not the only, nor the greateſt 
(becauſe not the moſt laſting) token of their nearneſs to him, 
For, leſt it ſhould be thought that he was then only preſent a- 
mong them, at that famous time and place; he was pleaſed to 
declare afterward that he would dwell among them, and ſettle 
his abode with them'; that 1n all future ſucceſhons, and whi- 
therſoever they went, they might be aſlured.of the ſame Divine 
preſence, which appeared to them at Horev, | 

4. In order to which he commanded them to build him an 
Houſe, called the $an#aary, or holy place ; that they might be 
the more {cnſible of his conſtant abode with them, Exod.XXV.S$. 
Aad let them build me a Sanitaary, that 1 may dwell among then, 
Accordingly he there gives dire&tions how it ſhould be built ; 
and orders how it ſhould be furniſhed, with a Table, and Diſhes, 
and Spoons, and Candleſtick and Snuffers, and abundance 
of other houſhold-ſtuff ; Whereof no reaſon can be given but 
this, that it might repreſent in the moſt familiar manner to the 

grofleſt ſouls in the Nation, that God dwelt, and, as it were, 
2DEHNOULE ANIONE LACIN, 
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5. And that it might be more apparent this was his Houſe, 
and that herein he dwelt among them ; this Houſe was ſeated 
in the mid} of their Camp,(Num?, XI. t7.%. 3.) and there was 
allo a glorious cloud covered it, whereby it was ſan@ified to be 
his habitation,Exod, XXIX, 43. The pillar of the cloud and fire, 
that is, which had led them out of Zz3pt, and was the ſpecial 
token of his preſence with them, he there promiles ſhould reſt 
upon this Houle, and conlecrate it to himſelf, And accordingly 
you find that as loonas Moſes had finiſhed rhis habitation, and ſet 
it up, A cloud covered it, and the glory of the Loxd filled the Ta- 
bernacle : So that Moſes was not able to enter into the place, 
becauſe the cloud abode thereon,and the glory of the LORD filled 
zt, Exod, XL. 34, 37. On the outſide of the houſe,that is, there 
was a ſmoak ; but within there was a moſt glorious brightneſs « 
which ſometime broke forth in an amazing iplendor, as a viſi- 
ble token of his preſence in the midſt of them, So you read 
1n many places, which I cannot ſtand now to mention, that the 
Glory of the Lord appeared in the clond , and ſtood in the door of 
the Tabernacle, and appeared to all the congregation , dazling 
their eyes, and frighting them, when they were 1n the greateſt 
tumults and rebellions againſt Moſes and Aaroz : For it lookt 
then like a conſuming fire, which they thought would preſent- 
ly deyour them . — SINE 
Laſtly, Gods dwelling among them was fo clearly demon- 
ſtrated, he was ſo nigh to them, and made himſelf” {o familtar 
with them, that he 1s ſaid to be ſeen face ro face among them, 
So you read, Numb, XIV. 14. Where the people being in a 
muriny againft the only good men amongſt them, The Glory of 
the Lora appeared in the Tabernacle, ' and the Lord threat- 
ned to disinherit them, and had: then done {execution upon 
them ; had not 2oſes interpoſed for them , by this argu- 
ment, that the people of Cayazz would make an ill conſtru- 
&ion'of it, For they have heard that thon” LORD art among 
thjs people,that thou LO RD artery face to face, and thy cloud 
ftandeth wver them,8c; Read allo Degr.V.q. And when you have 
conſidered all this ſeriouſly, youwilt fee there was reaſon to ſay 
that the LORD was #n the midſt of them , and in an extraordina- 
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ary mnner ſenſibly preſent to this people. They were above all 
others dear to him, and had the higheſt marks of his favour 
and love. None could more preſume of his indulgent kindneſs 
to them, or be more aſſured of his tender and affedtionate care, 
watching over them to preſerve them: Unlels it be our ſelves, 
who havea greater grace vouchſafed to us, and more illuſtri- 
} ous demonſtrations of his powerful preſence with us, to bleſs 
by prote@ and defend us, than the 1ſ-ae/ztes, though ſo much in 
Mt his favour, could boaſt of. 
'! We, whom he hath E£/e&ed to be his peculiar people, called 
zo be Saints, and ſaxttified, excell them as much as they did o- 
J ther Nations. He hath exalred our praiſe far above theirs, who 
were heretofore ſo much renowned ; and hath approached fo 
nigh to us, and made us ſo near to himſelf, that we may glory in 
| his holy Name, and ſay, ina far more noble ſence than they 
| could, that he hath ſpoken to us face to face. For zo man hath 
| ; ſeen God at any time, but the only begotten Son, who is in the 
' boſome of the Father, he hath declared him, And the word was 
made fleſh, ſay the Apoſtles of our Religion, and dwelt among 
us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, Foh.1. 14. 18. God ſhone into the very hearts of theſe 
t holy men, zo give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, 
'F in the face of Feſus Chrift, 2 Cor. IV, 6, And what they ſaw and 
heard they have declared to us, that we might alſo have fellowſhip 
with them , and (they proteſt that) zruly their fellowſhip is with 
the Father and with his Son Feſus Chriſt, 1 Joh.l. 3. whois the 
image of the inviſible God ; and the brightneſs of his glory. By 
whom God looks upon us and ſpeaks to us, through our own 
fleſh: for he dwells not now, as he did among them, in a Ta- 
| bernacle made of Curtains and beaſts Skins, or in a houſe of 
ſtone , but hath made our Nature his dwelling-place. The 
fleſh of man, is become the Sanctuary of God, wherein he will 
dwell for ever. As our Lord hath aſſured us, by ſending down 
from his holy place, the HOLY GHOST, the Spirit of glory 
upon us : whereby all Chriſtians are 6b«z/t together, for an ha- 
bitation of God through the Spirit, Epheſ.Il. 22, Who __ cop 
| |  ..__ livere 
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livered to us his Oracles inthe holy Goſpel ; where fuch things 
are revealed unto us as the angels defire to look znto, 1 Pet, I. 12. 
For the New Fern/{alem, of which we are Citizens, came gown: 


from God ont of Heaven, and when it deicended S. Fohn heard 


a great voice out of Heaven, ſaying, Behold, rhe Tabernacle of 
God is with men, and he -will aweli with them, and they ſhall be 
his people, and God himſelf ſnall be with them, and be their Grd, 
Rev.-X&L.-2, 3. 

Nor was all this proper only to thoſe times, when Chrittia- 
nity was firſt planted in the world ; but we have ſtill viſible a(- 
{urances of his gracious prelence among us, and of his dear 
love tous: And that 1s, in the holy Sacrament of our Lords 
Body and Blood ; where he really and indeed makes himſeli 
preſent to all the faithful, and is in the midſt of them. © There 
© he calls unto us, and ſays, See the love I bear to you. Behold 
© the tokens of my everlaſting remembrance of you. Believe ir, 
*Iam with you always to the end of the world, I affure you 
© hereby, that my Body and Blood ſhall preſerve you to eternal 
© life : Becauſe 7 live, ye ſhall live alſo, 

And though you may imagine this to be a priviledge com- 
mon to all Chriſtians , -yet, if the matter be well conſidered, 
It will appear that we have a peculiar Claim to this honour of 
being a people nigh unto him , or may, at leaſt, in a double 
regard challenge a ſpecial intereſt in his favour, above all thoſe 
who endeavour wholly to ingrols and limit it to themſelves. 

Firſt, In that we have the blefled Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood more entirely and purely adminiftred unto us. Whereby 
we are aſſured he is there preſent among us.; when-as they 
that depend upon the intention of their Priefts, can have no 
certainty of ſo great a bleſſing. We have him preſented to us ac- 
cording to his own Inſtitution, and therefore cannot reaſona-- 
bly doubt of receiving there all the fruits of his dying love : 
Whereas they that glory moſt in his favour, have an imperfet 
repreſentation of him, a lame and defeQtive miniſtration of 
_ Divine Grace, which he there communicates to his peo» 
Pe, 

2. We bclieve alſo and are ſure, that our Lord is ſo nigh us, 
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that we may immediately addreſs our ſelves to him, and be con- 
fident of finding acceſs, though we take no Saints or Angels in 
our way to his blefled preſence, We need none to intercede 
with him for us , like thoſe of the Church of Rowe, who be 
the aſſiſtance of this or that Saint, (eſpecially of the bleſſed Vir- 
gin his Mother) to introduce them 1nto his favour, and to re- 
commend them and their ſuits to him. Which manifeſtly ſup- 
poſes him at a diſtance, and not to be nigh to ſuch Supplicants, 
who depend upon I know not how many men and women, 
whom they ſuppole to be great Favourites in the Court of Hea- 
ven, and whoſe Mediation they muſt uſe, before they can ap- 
p:oach him. 

This one thing alone 1s ſufficient to entitle us to this privi- 
ledge of being a People nigh unto the Lord, and having him 
in the midſt ot us, above all thoſe Churches of that Commu- 
nion. Tris no fanſie but a real Truth , that we ſtand in a nearer 
Relation to him, and may be confident of his favour, more than 
they can be, who dare not go to him but by the interceſſion of 
others, whom they deſire to procure them acceptance with 
him. Which very thing alſo is ſuch an Offence to him, that 1 
am confident it ſets them ſtill at a greater diſtance from him, 
For it is an imitation of that Worthip which God abhorred ſo 
much in the Heathen world, that he ſent his Son on purpole to 
deſtroy itz and to bring them to the acknowledgment of this 
truth, that zhere is but one God, and one Mediator between God 
and man, the Mun Chriſt Feſus. | 

This Truth, bleſſed be God, we have received, and hold, 
as it hath been taught us by his holy Apoſtle St. Pawl, 1 Tims. Il. 
4, 5. And by virtue of this, our glory ought to be great in his 
Salvation, and we ſhould triumph in his praiſe, faying, what 
Nation ts there fo great, who hath God ſo ni:b anto them, as the 
Zord our God is, in ail thinas that we call upox him for ? We may 
lawfully look upon our ſelves (and moſt thankfully acknow- 
ledge it) as having the moſt High in the midft of us after a 
peculiar manner; to bleſs, ſave and deliver us, in one word, to 
be our God and ſingular Benefator, Which as it is the greateſt 
glory, 1o it was ever accounted the greateſt ſafety and Jecuney 
| | ; ; £4ch, - 
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( Zach, 1. 5.) For if God be for ns, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, who 
can be againſt us? We need not care, that is, who oppoles us 
nor fear what man can do unto us : But though all Nations 
thould compals us about ( as the Plalmiſt ſpeaks, P/a/. CXV III. 
10, &c.) we might ſay with the fame courage and reſolution 
that he doth (could we but be aſſured that Ged is with us) In 
the Name of the Lord will we deſtroy them. They compaſs us 
about, yea they compaſs us about, but in the Name of the Lord will 
we deſtroy them, They compaſs us about li'e Bees, but they ſhall 
be quenched as tie fire of thorns, for in the name of the Lord 
will we deſiroy them, They may thruſt ſore at ts, that we may 
fall , but the Lord will help us. The right hand of the Lord ſhall 
be exalted, the right hand of the Lord [hall do valiantly, we ſtall 
not dye but live, and declare the works of the Loyd, | 
This is ſuch a ſatisfaction that it is a wonder we are not all 
* more ſolicitous to ſecure the Divine preſence with us, where- 
by we might live not only ſafely but confidently , without thoſe 
fears and dreadful apprehenſions that are apt to poſſeſs and terri- 
fie us. Which would all vaniſh, could we but rationally hope that i 
we abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty, and could- ſay of the 
LORD, he is my refuge and my fortreſs ; my God, in him will I 4 
truſt, Surely he ſhall hide me from the Counſel of the wicked, and [ 
from the inſurrettion of the workers of iniquity. There is not a | 
Man of us,- one would think, but would put away all other 
fears, and dread this alone, left God ſhould nor be with us 
did we not preſume too much of his favour, and vainly hope 
for his continued protetion, though we be ſo negligent, as to | 
remain utterly inſenſible of what he hath done for us, and to | 
take no care to behave our ſelves worthily as becomes thoſe 
who have the honour to be lo nearly related to him, 
EL: FER | | 
Let me 'therefore briefly awaken you, as I propounded | 
in the Second place, toa due uſe of Gods ſingular grace to you : | 
by repreſenting how far the extraordinary preſence of God a- * 
mong a people, will be from exempting them from the ſevereſt 
puniſhments , if they prove ungrateful and diſobedient to him. 
There is (o little reaſon for any preſumption of ſach immunity, 
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we. may rather juſtly expe&, as I ſaid 1n the #h;rd thing I pro- 
pounded to your conſideration, (which for brevities ſake I ſhall 
Joyn with this) that he ſhould puniſh them ſorely, nay utterly 
forſake them, if they will not be reformed by thote puniſhments, 
The 1ſ7aelites are a woful example of this: who fancied in- 
deed ſtrongly that God was tyed to them lo faſt by his promiſes, 
that they were in no danger to loſe him, though they took no 
care to keephim with them ; but found their error to their coſt, 
and paid dearly for it ; throughout all generations. When he 
firſt. manifeſted himſelfto them, at their coming out of eMzyp? 
into the Wilderneſs, you know how. many of their carcaſes fell 
there , till they were all conſumed but twomen, who were the 
only perſons that followed God fully. The cloud which you 
heard food over them, as a ſhelter to them while they were obe- 
dient to his word, would defend them no longer when they re- 
belled againſt him ; but poured down fiery indignation upon 
them, and deſtroyed them. From that Lord who was 1n the 
midſt of them, from that dwelling place which they had builr 
for-him, out of the houſe of his glory in which they truſted, 
there came forth ſeveral ſorts of fore judgments and ſmote down- 
the choileſt of them. For that, without all doubt, 1s.the pro- 
priety of ſuch phraſes as that in Numb, XVI. 46, wrath is gone 
out from the LORD, the plague is begun. From the glory of the 
Lord, 2. e. which-appeared then toall the congregation at the 
door of the Tabernacle (v.19. 42.) there iſſued out the tokens 
of his divine diſpleaſure in a noifome peſtilence : by which 
and other ſuch-like puniſhments, Their dayes did he conſume in 
vanity, ana their years in trouble, For he who had been ſo kind 
to them, was (o 1ncenſed by their repeated rebellions, that he 
had {worn a little before Numb. XIV. 22, 23- That they who 
had ſeen his glory and his Miracles, ſhould not ſee the land which 
he promiſed to their Fathers ; ſarely, ſaith he, there ſhall not 
any of them that provoked me ſee it, 
. And they thatdid, -when they turned their backs, and dealt 
deceitfully like their Fathers, provoking him to anger with 
their high places, 6c. felt the ſame ſevere ſtrokes of his juſt in- 
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was wroth, and greatly abhorred liracl : So that he forjock the 
Tabernacle of Shiloh (which was the firſt place where the Ark 
of his preſence fixed after they came to Canaan) the Tent which 
he placed among men : and delivered his ftrenath into captivity, 
and his Glory into the enemies hand, Pſal, LXXY1I!. 59, 60, 61. 


And as he did to $44/0b, ſo he threatned, for the iame reaſon, 


to do to Fera(alem., where he afterward choſe to dwell, in the 
tamous Temple which Solomoz built for him. So we read very 
often in this Prophecy of Fer, VII. 12. &c. Go now unto my place 
which was zn Shiloh, where 7 ſet my name at the firſt, and ſee 
what 1did to it for the wickedneſs of my people Iirael. And now 
becauſe ye have done all theſe works, [aith the Lord, 8&c, therefore 
will Ido unto this houſe, which is called by my zame, wherein 
ye truſt, as T have done to Shiloh; and I will caſt you out of my 
ſight, as I have cat all your Brethren the whole ſeed of Ephraim. 
Which he repeats again,ch,XXVI.4.5,6. And at laſt fulfilled the 
curſe which he there threatens in ſo terrible a manner, that, -as 
Feremy relates in his Book of Lamextations, all that paſled by 
clapt their hands, and- hifſed,: and wagged their heads at Feru- 
ſalem. For he caſt off his Altar, and abhorred his Sanctuary : 
He gave up the V Valls of her Palaces into the Enemies hands ; 
and made her Inhabitants as the off-ſcouring and refule in the 
midſt of the People. | $E60 | | 

- But I will not ſpend the time in relating. things-ſo- well 
known : But only remember you how he who appeared to 
them /ace 7o face, as I have ſhewed (z. e. in an open and friend- 
ly manner) told them at that very time when he was ſo graci- 
ous to them, that if they deſpiſed his-Statutes and refuſed to ob- 
lerve his Laws, he would ſet his face againſt them, Levit,XXVI. 
I5, 17, In that very face which ſhone upon them ſo brightly, 
they could ſee nothing but frowns and the ſaddeſt tokens of his 
high difpleaſure, when they ſet at nought his Counlels, and 
would not be ruled by his will, but followed their own fooliſh 
luſts and vain imaginations. He turned then to be their Ene- 
my, and was ſo far from {paring them, becauſe they were call- 
ed by his Name, that he verified to the full thoſe words of 4- 
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therefore will 1 puniſh you for all your iniquities, And there was 
very great reaſon for it z as I had better ſhew you ſome other 
time, than hinder my ſelf now in that which I mainly intend, 
and you, I believe, expect. For you are ccnvinced, I ſuppoſe, 


| that the Lord was 7 the midſt of chem, not meerly as a Benefa-. 


tor, but as a Law-giver and their Judge: And that if they 
offended him by ſtrange V Vorſhip, and contempt of all the reſt 
of his Precepts, he ſtood engaged in honour to depart from 
ſuch a rebel)ious people. By whoſe Example and your own 
ſad Experience, you are ſufficiently taught, I ſhould think, not 
to preſume of the continuance of Gods gracious preſence with 
us in this Church and Kingdom, but rather expect to be aban- 
don'd by him ; if we take not ſome better courle, than we 
have done, to prevent a judgment, which we have moſt juſtly 
deſerved, 
IV. 

VVhat that courſe 15 I know you would gladly be informed: 
and therefore I ſhall ſpend the reſt of the time in the laſt thing 
I propounded ; to direct you how to pray to God with ſuch pre- 
vailing Supplications, for the continuance of his mercies to us; 
that we may feel our hearts revived by a comfortable hope, that 
he will not leave us. For as yet he is 1a the midſt of us, and we 
are called by his Name , and therefore ought not to deſpair of 
this blefling, but only ſue unto him the more importun:cely for 
it, ſaying, Lord forſake ns not :; That is, withdraw not chy Di- 
vine ProteQtion from us; deliver us not over to the v i'} of our 
Enemies , deprive us not of thy holy Goſpel, and thy bic fied Sa- 
craments ; nor ſuffer that light which hath ſo long ſhone among 
us to be put out or obſcured. | 

I, For theſe bleſſings we muſt pray, frff, with great fervency 
and earneſizeſs of ſpirit. For cold and liſtleſs deſires will do 
nothing , eſpecially in a cale of ſuch great danger. VVhich 
ſhould ſtir us up (as all dangers when we apprehend them are 
wont to do) fo cry mightily to God, as the King of Nizeveh or- 
dained, when he heard there was a Decree of Heaven gone out 
againſt them for their deſtruRion, Foxah IL. 8. Every ſoul of 
ns ſhould cry mightily to him z» ſecrer, where no body hears 
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us but only God: and i» our Families (a thing too much light- 
ed) beſceching him to be a guard to us: and in the Pyblick 
Prayers (which you ſhould frequent as much as is poſſible) cry- 
ing unto the Lord at all times, as the poor diſtreſſed Mariners in 
Fon1h did, and (ſaying ; we beſeech thee, O Lord, we beſeech thee, 
let us not periſh, Nay, in ſuch a dangerous time as this, it 
behoves every man, who knows any of his Neighbours or Fa- 
miliars to be negligent in this Duty, to awake him as the Ship- 
maſter did Fonah 1a the midft of that dreadful Storm, ſaying, 
what me ane#t thou, O ſleeper, ariſe, call upon thy God , if ſo be 
that God will think upon us, that we periſh not, Jon. 1. 6. And 
it concerns us all to mind more ſeriouſly what we ſay daily in 
the Publick Prayers, when Prieft and People call upon God in 
theſe words, O God, make ſpeed to ſave us; O Lord, make haſte 
to help us, For there was never more need of that paſſionate 
importunity ; which we ſhould uſe at home too, ſaying, 0 God 
be not far from us : O our Gva, make haſte for our help, we are 
poor and needy, make haſte unto us, O God: thou art our help and 
our deliverer ; O Lord make p0 tarrying. 

2. And as we ought to pray with great earze/tneſs, ſo with 
great humility, and deep ſenſe of our own unworthineſls to find 
acceptance with God, and obtain the favour of him which we 
delire. Our fouls muſt lye as low before him as our bodies ; 
and we muſt forrowfully acknowledge that we deſerve to be 
utterly abandoned by him, whom we have moſt ſhamefully for- 
ſaken, and highly provoked to caſt off, and let us perifh in our 
iniquities. So Feremiah teaches us in this Chapter, v. 20, and 
we cannot addrels our {elves unto him in better words, we ac- 
knowledge, O Lord, our wickedneſs, and the iniquity of our Fa- 
thers: for we have ſinn'd anainſt thee, The remembrance of 
theſe ought to be very grievous to us, and the burden of them 
intolerable, VVhich if we feel ſenſibly, it will diſpoſe us 
to cry to God with the greater fervency and frequency , and to 
beſeech him the more earneſtly to ſpare us, ſaying as Baruch a 
great Friend of Feremtiah teaches us, Il. r, 2. O Almizhry Lord, 
the ſoul in anguiſh, the troubled ſpirit cryeth to thee. Hear, O 
Lord, and have mercy, for thou art merciful , have pity upox bak 
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for we have ſinned avainft thee, And ifhe do condeſcend to our 


requeſt, we ſhall the more magnifie his mercy, and his clemen- 


cy will be the more admirable in our eyes; when we have 
been made thoroughly ſenſible how little we deſerved it, nay 
how juſtly we had incurred his fevercſt diſpleaſure. | 
3- The ſenſe allo of ourill deſervings, will help another way 
to make our Prayers effetual, becaule it will nfove us wholly 
to 4. a upon God for our deliverance, That's a 74rd thing 
neceſſary to make our ſupplications prevalent, We muſt in 
this humble manner apply our ſelves to God, and (quitting al! 
confidence in any thing that we can do, even tn our Prayers.) 
deſire him to ſave us merely for his own lake , there being no- 
thing in our ſelves to move him to any thing, but only diſplea- 
ſure againſt us. This Feremiah allo teaches us in the next 
words to thoſe now mentioned, v.21. Do #0t abhor 1s (though 
we and our Fathers have been great finners, yet ) do not abhor 
us, for thy Names ſake, do not diſgrace the Throne of thy ple- 
7y, Which argument he uſes allo a little before my Text, v. 7, 
O Lord, though onr iniquities teſtifie againſt us, ao thou it for thy 
Names ſake. A moſt excellent Form for us to imitate z who 
may and ought to ſay, as it there follows, Our backſlidzngs have 
been many, we have ſinned azainſt thee , © Othou hope of 1/- 
* rael, the Saviour thereof in the time of 7x0ub/c, we have pro- 
* yoked thee to reſolve that thou wilt ſave and deliver us no 
*more : but do it for thy Names ſake, do it for thy Truths 
* lake; diſgrace not thy holy Religion here eſtabliſhed among 
*us: though we be wicked, that is pure, though we deſerve 
©to be deſerted, that is worthy of thy defence and protection, 
* And may we take the boldneſs to add (as thy Servants here- 
*tofore have done) thou haſt many holy devout Worſhippers 
* among us, for whoſe ſake we beſeech thee to do it. O /ook not 
* upon the ſinners of thy people ; but on them which ſerve thee in 


*rruth, 2 Eſdras Ill. 28. 31. 34. and VIII. 26. Are their deeds 


any better who inhabit Babylon, that they ſhould therefore have 


the dominion over Sion ? weigh thou our wickedneſs now in the 


bllance, and theirs alſo that dwell in the world : and ſo ſball thy 


Name be found no where, as it is in onr Iſrael, P[al, CXV. 1, Not 
aAnto 
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mwnto us therefore, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy Name give 
glory; for thy mercy and thy truth ſake, Remember not the ini- 
quities of our Forefathers, but think upon thy Power and thy Name 
now at this time, For thou art tbe Lord our God, and'thee, O 
Lord, will we praiſe , and for this cauſe haſt thou put thy fear in 
our hearts, to the.intent that we ſhould call upon thee, 

Theſe laſt are the words of Barzch Ill. 5,6. who imitates, 
you ſee, his Friend Feremiah, as they all do the Pſalmiſt, with 
whoſe words 1 ſhall conclude this particular LXXIX. 8, ec. 0 
remember not againſt 11s former iniquities, let thy tender mercies 
ſpeedily prevent ws, for we are brought very low, Help 16, 0 
God of our ſalvation for the glory of thy Name z, and deliver . ws, 
and purge away our (ins for thy Names ſake, wherefore ſhould 
they ſay, where is now their God? Let him be known among them 
in our ſight, by the revenging of the blood of thy Servants which 
hath been ſhed, | . 

That's the 7hird thing : Let us profeſs our ſole dependence 
on him, and expeRation meerly from his goodneſs and for his 
glory ; diſclaimin@all confidence in our {elves, and (let me 
add ) in man too, that is, in all humane help and Counſels. 
For which end let me recommend that Form of Prayer to you, 
for perpetual uſe, ?ſal, LX. 11. Give us help from trouble, for 
vain is the help of man, I ſay perpetually, 

4. For we mult. pray to God in this manner with perſeve- 


rance z continuing inſtant in Prayer, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rowe, - 


XII, 12. praying Ws with all prayer and ſupplication in the 
ſpirit, and watching thereunto, with all perſeverance,” Epheſ. VI. 
13. That is, we muſt not be diſcouraged if we obtain not our 
ſuits preſently, but pray ſtill with al prayer, ſecret, private, 
publick , andÞ#:z the Spirit, with earneſtneſs and fervour 
watching therennto , i.e, borrowing ſome time from our fleep, 
or gur buſineſs, rather than neglect this Duty of fervent prayers 
reſolving not to be weary, but with al! perſeveraxce, to cry 
mighty to him till he have mercy upon us, - ' [9s 

This is ourSaviours Doctrine, Lute XVIIE 1, where he ſpake 
a Parable to this end, rhar  rmew owght always to pray and mt 
faint, or grow weary, | Forif, as he ſhews, an unjuſt and im- 
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pious Judge may be moved by importunity to do a poor-Widow 
right, ſhall we think that God will not avenge his Eleft, which 
cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? 1 
zell- you that he will avenge them ſpeedily, v. 7,8. And this was 
the courſe that Feremy here reſolved to take, 1n their great di- 
ſtreſs for want of Rain, ver, /aſt of this Chapter, Can any of 
the vanities of the Gentiles give Rain, or the Heaven give ſhow- 
ers? Art not thou he, O Lord our God? therefore will we wait 
wþon thee, And ſo truly muſt we.; praying 1n the Pſalmiſts 
words, Pſal. CXXIII. 2, 3, 4. Behold, as the Eyes of Servants 
look unto the hand of their Maſters, and as the Eyes of a Maiden 
unto the hand of her Miſtreſs : $0 our Eyes wait upon the Lord our 
- God, until that he hve mercy upon us. 

Huve mercy upon 5, O Lord, have mercy upon us : for we are 
exceeaingly filled with contempt, 

Our ſeul is exceedingly filled with the ſcorning of thoſe that 
are at caſe: and with the contempt of the proud, 

Let every ſoul here preſent put up, at leaſt, this ſhort petition 
to God day by day for this Church and®Kingdom ; beſides 
thoſe he makes for himſelf and Family, And as often as you 
can, ſet apart ſome time for more (olemn importuning of his 
mercy towards us. | 

5. And let us be ſure to take care of one thing more, with- 
out which all this labour will be loſt, viz. to make all our ſuppli- 
eations with hearty reſolutions, to reform every thing that we 
know to be amiſs in our hearts and lives, TS 

This was the courſe to which the King of Neveh directed 
his People by his Proclamation , requiring all ( in the place I 
mentioned before) high and low to faſt, and put on Sackcloth, 
ana cry miohtily nnto God : yea let them turn every one :from his 
evil way ( faith the Royal Edit) axd from the: violence that is 
zn their hands : who cax tell if God will repent, and turn away 

from his fierce anger, that we periſh yot ? A Heathen Prince, you 
ſee, had more ſenſe than to; hope he ſhould prevail, meerly by 

faſting, humiliation, and earneſt cryes to God for mercy : And 
therefore it would be a burning ſhame, as they ſpeak, - we 
alone, 
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ma a ſincere and thorough repentance and amendinent of 
ife. 

© This was the unpardonable ſtupidity of the Fews (whom 1 
hope you will no Jonger imitate) that when they had faſted, 
and cryed to God, and implored the interceſſion ot the Prophet 
alſo, who here. beleeches God not to leave them , they imagin- 
ed the buſineſs was done, and took no further care to bring 
forth the fruits that God expects from Penitents. For which 
reaſon God bids Jeremiah hold his peace, and ſay no more in 
the behalf of ſuch a naughty Generation, as it follows imme- 
diately after my Text, v. 10, 11, 12. Thus ſaith the Lord unto 
this people, thus have they loved to wanaer, they have not refrain- 
ed their feet : therefore the Lord will not accept them, exc. Read 
the reſt, and you will ſee his reſolution was this , that if they 
intended no more than they had done, neither their cries nor 
Feremy's ſhould obtain his mercy, though they were never ſo 
importunate, The main thing was {till wanting, which is this 
I am preſſing upon you, moſt humble addreſſes to God with hearts 
fully purpeſed to amend, This and this alone will do the bult- 
neſs, and undoubtedly prevail ; though the condition of a Na- 
tion ſeem hopeleſs. For it is plain, Feremiah doth not ceale to 
pray for his people, as you may read here, v. 19, 20, 21. but 
notwithſtanding the prohibition now mentioned in the 1 1. v. 
continues to be their Interceſlor with God. Which is a ſign 
that he did not underſtand it as if he were abſolutely forbidden 
to pray for them, but only in caſe they remained 1mpenitent. 
Let them but forſake their ſins and love no longer to wander in 
forbidden paths, and he was confident God would hear his 
Prayers and not depart from them. 

To this remedy therefore we muſt fly, as the chiefeſt of all , 
if we would have Gods gracious preſence -{tilÞ. continue among 
us: andnot imagine we are ſafe, becauſe we have kept a ſo- 
lema day of faſting and prayer, and reſolve, perhaps, to con- 
tique inſtant in prayer when this day isdone, We have been 
told often enough there is ſome thing more which God requires 

of us, and cannot be ignorant that not all prayers, not all impor- 
tunate prayers, but the effettual fervent prayers of a ts | 
| JR Ie > : | 
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Man, avail very much. Which makes it the more ſtrange that of 
all things we cannot be per{waded to becom truly righteous and 
good men , but are averfe to nothing ſo muchas to that, which 
alone can do us any good. lr is a ſad thing that we will ftill ſplit 
upon the ſame rock , where we ſee ſo many wracks before us, 
And our condition, let me tell you, will be the ſadder , becauſe 
we have no excuſe left us if we will not beware, and in time 
make uſe of this effetualremedy, which hath been ſo long pre- 
ſcribed us. Wearein a far worſe condition than the ſtupid 
Fews, if we ſtill neglect ſo powerful a means of our deliverance. 
For mark, I befeech you, how much Fexemy had to plead for 
his Country-men: Which God indeed: would not allow for a 
| ſufficientreaſon to free them from blame, and yet there isno 
ſuch thing to be alledged in our behalf. You read v. 13. how 
Feremy fighed and ſaid, Ah Lord God, behold the Prophets ſay un- 
rothem, yeſhall not ſee the ſword, neither ſhall ye have famine +. 
but I will give you oe ky peace in this place, As muchas to ſay, 
this people are to be pitted, for though they are bad: alas for 
them! they are very bad ; yet this is not ſo much their fault, 
as the fault of their Prophets, who have affured them they are 
not in ſuch dangeras I tell them, and that none of the judg- 
ments Thavethreatned, ſhall come upon them, This he thought 
might at leaſt alleviate their guilt ; that they were cheated 
and abuſed by their guides, who ſoothed them up, and dandl- 
edrhem 1n their fins. 
* But God would not admit of this Apology ; but declares 
that they and arbccs grow ſhould all periſh together. v. 14. 
15, 16. Then the Loyd ſaid unto me (this was the reply) the 
Prophets propheſy lyes in my' name, I'ſent them not, neither 
have 1 commanded them;8c.Therefore,thus ſaith the Lord concern- 
ing thoſe Prophets hich ſay, Sword and Famine ſhall not be in the 
land, by Sword and by Famine ſha! thoſe Prophets be conſumed, 
And the people to whom they prophecy, ſhall be caſt out in the ſtreets 
if Terufalem becauſe of the famine and the ſword, &c. For the 
people ought not to have believed rhofe that flattered them in 
. their vices , which natural reaſon, without the help of Prophe- 
' &y, teaches usto-be permcious, , And they ought not to have 
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given up themſelves ſo eaſily, to beileve thoſe who brought no . 
{ufficient teſtimonials along with them, to convince ſerious 
minds that they were ſent by God to them, Ir was their tove 
to wickednels, which made them {o readily aſſent tolygrs, and 
reſign up their faith to bold deceivers ; who preached ofily the ' 
dreams of their own deceitful hearts. 

What a caſe are wein then, if we do not reform, in whoſe 
behalf, there is not a ſyllable of this (though alas ! but a feeble 
refuge) that can be pretended to diminiſh our crimes ? There is 
not one of the Miniſters of God among us, that hath preached 
peace unto us. No, they have {aid it over and over again with 
one voice, that God is exceeding angry with us. and thathe is 
not yet reconciled, after ſo many ſore judgments as he hath ſent 
upon us; and that there is no way to atone him bur by unfeign- 
ed repentance ; and that our repentance is but feigned-and in- 
ſincere,without amendment of life, They have caution'd the Na- 
tion alſo againft all falſe Prophets, as we may call them , parti- 
cularly againſt the Romziſh deceivers, who would lull you aſleep, 
and promiſe no body knows what golden days, if we would 
but return into the boſome oftheir Church, They have diſco- 
vered likewiſe all the impoſtures of mens owrfhaughty hearts , 
and have alarm'd the whole Kingdom, and bid them beware 
of danger ; and uprightly ſhown th2 way to eſcape it. And 
therefore if God would not ſpare ſuch a poor, deceived, hood- 
winkt, beſotted'people as the 1/raelires, who were led blind- 
fold into deſtruction, becauſe they loved to be deceived : How 
can we think he will ſpare us, who are faithfully admoniſhed, 
and not in the leaſt bolſtered up in our wickedneſs, if when we 
ſee ruine juſt before our eyes, we will not go out of our way to 
avoid it ? You cannot name any one of this Church, that hath 
confidently propheſied of glorious times. Nor above-one im- 
pious Writer of any note Gnd he not pretending to the Mini- 
ſry) that hath laid down Principles to incourate-men in wick- 
edaeſs and irreligion. And therefore if we will notwithRand- 
ing run-on in oureyal courſes,. it is a ſign we have no heart to 
any thing elſe , but that this is our inclination, nay our reſolu- 
tion; and that: we being unreformable muſt periſh, becauſe we 
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have no mind to be ſaved in Gods way, but to hurry on to de- 
ſtruQion in our own. 

Never any Nation perhaps periſhed, 1f we muſt be undone, 
ag4inſt ſo much Reaſon, againſt ſuch plain warnings, againſt 
ſo maffy mercies to invite us to do better, and ſo many judg- 
ments to deter us from our evil ways againſt ſo many convin- 
cing inſtructions, clear and rational arguments, ſolid confuta- 
tions, not only of all leud and atheiftical Principles, but of 
Popery and of all Fanatical Do&rines. There can be nothing 
therefore pleaded in our behalf, but we mult be left, as the 
man without a Wedding Garment, perfe&ly ſpeechleſs. A 
fad and moſt wretched condition ! Sad, becaule we ſhall be ex- 
tremely miſerable : and ſad, becauſe we ſhall not be able to ſay 
why we were ſo frantick, as againſt ſo many reſtraints to caſt 
our ſelves into ſuch miſeries, 

Which I beſeech you let every one of us, for our parts, en- 
deayour to prevent by timely repentance, never to be repented 
of: For that's the thing, I have ſhewn you, ſtill wanting for our 
preſervation, And I muſt tell you further 1n the laſt place, 

6. Thar, as the caſe now ſtands, it 1s not an ordinary Repen- 
tance and Refogmation that will ſerve the turn, We are gone 
too far, I doubt, towards ruine, to be delivered without ſome 
extraordinary endeayours to put a ſtop to it: and therefore I 
muſt ſay to you, for a concluſion of all, as our Lord Chriſt doth 
to the luke warm Church of Lavaicea, Rev, NI, 19. Be zealons 
therefore, and repent, Repentance 1s not ſufficient for the reco- 
very of a Church, when there is a great Apoſtacy and defeci- 
on in Faith and in Manners, but we muſt join zeal with it, 
which is a pious warmth in our affeQions for all that is good 
and vertuous ; and that will certainly do the buſineſs, We 
need not fear then the moſt deſperate Enemies.; no, not our 
ſins: but look upon all the Judgments God hath ſent upon us, 
as tokens of his love to us, if they awaken us to zealous repen- 
tance, For ſo our Saviour there incourages us to hope, in the 
words foregoing : "As many. as 1 love, Trebuke & chaſten, be 
zealous therefore and repent. There would be ſome hope of 
us, if we could but ſee that indifferency,; that chilneſs, nay 
| | | ; _ _deadneſs 
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deadneſs which is in too many ſpirits, turn'd into a warm, nay 
burning zeal both in the Service of God, and for his Service, 

- I. Be zealous therefore, fir in your Devotions ;- of which I 
have [poken ſomething already. Bur let me again beleech you 
to ſtir up your ſelves to make your ſupplications to God, with 
more inflamed affe&tion, for the King, for the Parliament, for 
the Biſhops and Paſtors of the Flock of Chriſt , for the Magi- 
ſtrates, for one another , that all and every of thele in their Te- 
veral places may attend their duty, and perform it faithfully and 
zealouſly. Inſtead of finding fault, as the manner 1s, with this 
and the other perſon, whoſe actions do not pleaſe us, let us fall 
upon our Knees, and with fervent prayers intreat the Divine 
Majeſty, that he will bend their hearts to ſtudy to do thoſe 
things which are pleaſing and acceptable in his light, and to 
do them with all their might, remembring there 1s no work nor 
device in the Grave whither they are going. | 

We tell God every day in the Colle& for our Soveraign Lord 
the King, that we moſt heartily beſeech him, he may alway in- 
cline to Gods will, and walk in his way, O that there were in- . 
deed ſuch a heart in us, as Moſes ſpeaks , and that we would 
conſtantly with more fervour than ever, put vp that Petition 
for his Majeſty ! Beſeeching him alſo by whom Kings reign, 
to be his defender and keeper, and not to ſuffer any of the Sons 
of violence to approach to do him hurt, _ 

With the like ardent zeal ſhould we daily ſay the following 
Prayer for the Queen, his Royal Highnels, and all the Royal 
Family, that he would exdue them with his holy Spirit, and en- 
rich them with his heavenly grace, Of which things did we 
make a greater conſcience, and were not careleſs and trozen in 
our Devotions, we might hope to obtain that which we ſo much 
_ a clearer diſcovery of the ſnares our Encmies have laid 
or us, 

For which I beſeech you to pray with all the ardour that you 
ae able to raiſe up in your hearts, that God would bring to 
hight ſtill more and more the hidden works of darkneſs. Be 
importunate with him who ſees into the greateſt ſecrets, to lay 
bire to the very bottom all the wicked contrivances that-are a» 
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Call upon him likewiſe with the ſame fervour, that he would 
endue his Miniſters with righteouſneſs, and inſpire them with 
fuch courage that they may behave themſelves like men, who 
have not received the ſpirit of fear, but of power, and of love, 
and of a ſound mind. 

Pray alſo that he would raiſe up the Spirits of thoſe who are 
' aſſembled in the High Court of Parliament, to conſult for our 
good, unto the loftieſt pitch of Chriſtian reſolution, wiſdom, 
and integrity, Belecch him to ſend 'among them a Spirit of 
might and power, whereby they may act ſo reſolutely and wor- 

thily, that if any be falſe they may be daunted, if any be faint- 
hearted they may be incouraged. 

Finally pray that all the Lords people, may watch, and ſtand 
faſt in the faith, quit themſebves like men, be fron ; 47d do all 
their things in charity, loving one another with a pure heart fer- 
Tently, 1 Cor, XVI. 13, 14.1 Pet.I, 22. 

II. But we muſt not content our ſelves meerly with this zeal 
in our devotions , we muſt be zea/ous alſo of good works, Tit, Il.ult, 
In order to this (which is all, the time will now give me leave 
to mention) every ſoul of us mult beſtir himſelf to give a ſevere 
check to all vitious affections and actions, and to root them out 
of himſelf, and his family, and whereſoever he hath any power: 
looking upon theſe as the greateſt Traitors in the Nation. And 
ſince true zeal will always begin at home, where we have moſt 
power to reform, let every man ſearch out with great care, and 
caſt out with great indignation, whatſoever he finds in himſelf 
that 1s contrary to his Religion : having a holy jealouſie over 
himſelf leſt any thing ſhould eſcape his ſtriteſt examination, 
For why ſhould we think that God will preferve our Religion, 
and maintain it againſt thoſe that ſeek to deſtroy it , if we mgke 
no other uſe of ir, but only to fill us with vain confidences of 
his love and favour, while we continue in our impurities ? If 
we have any love to it, any value for it, let it have its due eft- 
ects upon us ; by purging us from thoſethings which diſparage 
it : That we may be veſſels of honour, ſanitified and meer for the 
Maſters uſe, and prepared unto every good work, 2 Tim, Il. 21. 


And in what work can they that have authority better imploy. _ 
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themſelves, than in ſetting themſelves to chaſtiſe evil doers , 
to reform all abuſes 1n the places w here they live:; to diſcover 
all workers of iniquity, and to purſue them, when they are &i(- 
covered with a juſt indignation, and bring them to condign 
punithment ? They are very »ſe/eſs if they neglect this, and have 
little love to their Maſter and his Religion : which had ſuch 
power over mens hearts heretofore, that even after they had 
left their firſt love and declined in their affection to Chriſtianity, 
they had ſo much zeal remaining as not to be able 79 bear them 
which were evil, It 150ur Saxviours Character of the Church 
of Epheſus, Rev, If, 2, 4. among whole works (though ſhorc of 
what they did at firſt v. 5.) he reckons this for one, and com- 
mends them for trying them which ſaid they were Apoſtles and 
were not , and for finding them to be liars, 

I1I. Which will lead me to the laſt thing I am to preſs upon 
you ; and that 1s, to be zealous torthe defence of our Religi- 
on, Godly zeal I ſuppoſe you all know, is nothing elſe but the 
affection of love to God raiſed to the pitch of fervency ; which 
will not let us endure any hurt or contempt ſhould be offer'd to 
that which he loves, if we can remedy it. Now what doth 
he love more than true Religion ? which the purer it is, the 
dearer without all doubt ir is to him that hates all iniquity. And 
where I beſeech you can you find any Religion , which in this 
regard may be compared with that which is by Law here eſta- 
bliſhed? Which deſerves therefore all the zeal you can expreſs 
for its preſervation, and at this time calls for all the zeal that 
it deſerves. For it is loſt, in all likelihood, wichout every mans 
zeal in his place to ſave it. 2 are undone, if we have not 
a heat, activity; and courage proportionable to theirs that ſeek 
to deſtroy it. : 

And is it not a ſhame, that falſe Religion ſhould make men 
more buſie and active, mor2 bold and undwnted, than true 
Religion doth thoſe who have ſo long profeſſed it, and been 
intruced in the worth and excellency of it? Or do we expect 
to have it preſerv2d- without '{o much ado ? Are we ſuch Fools 
as to imagine, that if we defend our ſelves weakly, faintly, and 
timorouſly, whea they aſſault us not only reſolutely but bold- 
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ly and furiouſly, we ſhall get the Victory ? No, the Magiſtrates 
muſt do all that is in their power, to execute his Majeſties Com- 
mand for the finding out and expelling thoſe that oppoſe it. And 
they that are not Magiſtrates, muſt give them their affiſtance, 
and quicken thoſe that are. Call upon all your Acquaintance 
who have any power or intereſt, to be honeſt and upright; to 
* preſerve their integrity, and not be tempted by any thing in this 
world to betray their Religion, And tell them it is not enough 
to be upright, but they muſt be diligent and zealous : becauſe 
now 1s the time for every man to ſhew himſelf, and to do all 
that lawfally he may, for the honour and ſafety of his Religion, 
There are no other bounds that I know of, which we are to ſet 
to our zeal for our Religion, but only this ; that we do nothing 
contrary toit. Whatſoever it allows, it now requires , that 
we'rnay not loſe it, We muſt not ſuffer our zeal to be damped 
by politick confiderations, reſpe& to our private interelb, and 
defirc to pleaſe Men : but waving all theſe, take care only that 
others be not wronged by it, while we ſuffer, perhaps, very 
much in our own Concerns, 

For he knows nothing of the nature of holy zeal, who doth 
not feel it tranſport him, to act beyond himſelf ; and to make 
him quiteforget his own' private concerns, which he thinks of 
no further, than as they are included 1n the publique good. 
There can be no other meaning of that which the Apoſtles ap- 
ply to our Saviour [The zeal of thy houſe hath eaten me np, Foh, 
II. 17.] than this ; that he regarded not his own particular inte- 
reft,nor minded what he was likely to ſuffer, but all thoughts of 
it were ſwallowed up in his zeal to ſerve God. Who will not 
be ſerved indeed by our private paſſions and evil affe&ions ; but 
doth expect that we ſhould not contult with the wiſdom of this 
World, which is for ſuffering nothing, but avoiding all that 
may hurt and prejudice us, though God may be thereby very 
much honoured. And therefore his wiſdom (of which we ought 
to take counfelYbids us forget the damage we may ſufter,and lay 
aſide all thoughts of our ſelves; ſo we may but promote his glo- 
ry. When we have any hope of that, we muſt hearken to no 


other advice but that ofthe Apoſtle, Row, NIL 11, Not forhful | 
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in buſineſs : but fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord, We 
would be glad perhaps, to follow the other reading of the laſt 
part of that Verſe, ſerving the time , but not in the right 
ſenſe : ſerving the time, by ſerving the Lord faithfully in our 
ſeveral ſtations. 

This he expects from us; this our Religicn and all good 
men expect from us ; that at this time, when the Zealozs of 
the Rowziſh Church are ſo outragiouſ]y let to deſtroy us, we 
ſhould pluck up our ſpirits, as the phrale 1s, and imitate or ra- 
ther excel them ; not 1n that cut-throar zeal (God forbid) which 
made the Few2{b Nation, as it doth them, to infamous ; but in 
a juſt indignation againſt ſuch barbarous perſons and praGiles, 
and in a zealous refolution always burning in our breaſts, to 
defend our Religion, the beſt we can, againſt their attempts, 
I am bold to ſpeak in this manner, without any undue tran- 
ſport, becauſe I find God himſelf expreſſing his zealous affeQi- 
on for the defence of his Church in far higher terms than theſe, 
Zach, VII. 2. Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, I was jealens for 
Lion with great jealonſie ; and 1 was jealoas for her with great 
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Do not you then liſten to any motion which may be made to 
you, I will not fay to leave your Religion, but to be remiſs 
and not ſc zealous for it. Think what a diſhonour it will be to 
you, and how it will endanger it : if when ſo many bd rhezr 
tongues like their bow for lies, you ſhould not be waliant for 
the truth : Which was the charge that Feremy (ch. IX. 3.) 
brought againft Fersſa/em, but I hope will never beyour guilt ; 
who have luch a Religion to defend, as will not let you be 
Cowards, if you underſtand the difference berween it and 
that which oppoles it. Conſider it, I beſeech you, beforchand, 
that if any body ſhould attacque you with Arguments to deſert 
It, you may be ſfedfaft and nnmoveable, in nothing terrified ly 
your adverſaries, when they tell you Popery will prevail not- 
withſtanding all our endeavours to keep it out, Reſolve it 
thall never prevail over your fouls, whatſoever may become of 
your bodies: But as you now pray ſolemnly God will ot leave 
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perſwaſions to leave him, by quitting your Religion. 
+ Do not ſo muchas ſtoop to hearken to any ſuch leducement 
but conſidering, as I faid, well beforchand what it 1s you muſt 
leave, and for what (if you forſake the Communion of this 
Church) ftand faſt in oze ſpirit, with one mind (1n pertect uni- 
ty) ftriving together for the Faith of the Goſpel. Sol may tru- 
- ly call our Religion here eſtabliſhed ; from which if you ſhould 
© depart, you leave the old way of ferving God for new inven- 
© tions. For you forſake a Religion wherein God 1s purely 
© worſhipped, for one that joins Saints and Angels with him. 
© You for{zke a Church that prays to God alone, through the 
< interceſſion of Chriſt Jeſus, for one that prays to Saints 1n 
© the very ſame form of words wherein they pray to him. 
© You leave the holy Scriptures, to follow uncertain Traditions 
© and pzrt with your Bibles, for Legends and fabulous Stories, 
© You go away from Prayers and Hymns you underſtand, to a 
«Service in an Unknown Tongue, Inſtead of the whole Sa- 
*crament you muſt be content with half , or rather with none 
cat all. For it 1s certain, where the Blood of Chriſt 1s not im- 
© parted to you as ſhed, or poured out of the Body (as it 15 not 
©in the Rowan Church) it 1s not communicated at all, and the 
* people have no fellowſhip with Chriſt in his death, being de- 
© prived of his blood, which was /!cd for the rem;ſſion of ſins, 
© Inſtead of ſure and certain comfort, you muſt rely in all holy 
© Offices upon meer uncertainties: for if the Prieſts intention 
© be wanting ( of which none can be ſure) there is no Baptiſm, 
© no Communton, no Orders, no Prieſthood, no Church. And 
* conſequently you leave the worſhipping of Chriſt, for a Wor- 
£ ſhip, which, for any thing you can know, may be meer Idola- 
©try. For in calc there be no Tranſubſtantiation, but the Bread 
<and Wine ſtill remain after the Conſecration, they them- 
* ſelves have acknowledged it 1s Idolatry to worſhip them. Now 
* we are ſure there is no Tranſubſtantiation, and it is impoſſi- 
© ble that they ſhould be {ure there is; (even according to their 
* own principles, becauſe they can never be ſure the Prieſt actu- 
©ally intends to do what Chriſt commanded, and then nothing 
© 15 done) and therefore they can never be ſure that they are nor 
* Idolaters. * If 
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<If you join with tho'e of Ree, all the ancient Councils 
© muſt ſignitie nothing with you, in compariſon with one late 
©Cunventicle ; which was no better than a Conſpiracy of a 
« few men againſt the Church of Chriſt, You muſt quit a 
« Church which teaches you to be ſfubjet to the King as Su- 
« preme, for one that teaches you to be lubject in the firit place 
© to the Pope. Exchange a Church that requires of all its 
-F « Members the ſtricteſt obedience to their Governour, for one 
L < that at leaſt ſuffers the moſt rebellious principles to pals for 
: « Chriſtian Do&rine ; and the moſt bloody murders to pals for 
« Chriſtian, if not meritorious, ations, You muſt leave a 
« Church that bids you look about you, and ſee that you be in 
© the right, for one that would put out your eyes, and bids 
© you blindly follow them: A Church that, in St. Pa#/*s words, 
requires you to prove all things, for one that requires you to 
© renounce your Reaſon, nay common ſenſe, that you may be- 
© lieve the greateſt abſurdities, 
| © If you leave the eſtabliſhed Religion, you forſake a Charch 
| © whole Service is performed in a plain and grave, a comely and 
-  *gecent manner, for one that is burthened with more Ceremo- 
[ © nies by far, than are contained in all the Law of Moſes, You 
(- © depart from a Church which only ſeeks the good of your ſouls 
'Y ©and the glory of God in all its Miniſtrations, for one that is 
3 © apparently contrived for enriching the Prieſts, and for the glo- 
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# ©ry of the Pope. You leave a Church which teaches you to 
; ©|ive piouſly, or elle gives you no hopes of {alvation, for one 


© that indulges men to live as they liſt, and yet not utterly pe- 
FE ©rith at the laſt, A Church you abandon that is mild and gen- 
Fg © tlz to thoſe that are deceived,for the ſake of one that prolecutes 
I © all thoſe who diſſent from it with Fire and Faggor, Maſſzcres 
I ©and unheard-of butcheries. Nay, you relinquiſh a Church 
% ©that is very charitable in her Opinions 2nd Cenlures, for one 
FY * that damns all thoſe to the pir of Hell, though never fo blame- 
; *leſs in their lives, and ftedfaſt believers of the three ancient 
* Creeds, if they be nor of cheir Communion. 

© You leave a Religion which proclaims that Marriage is ho- 
 mourable in all, and the Bed unadefile!: but Wheremoneers aud 
| Aaulterers 
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© Adulterers God will judge, for one that ſtrictly forbids her 
© Prieſts to marry, bur connives at their Fornication, That 1s, 
£you leave a Religion in which you are taught to have the 
© greateſt regard to the Commands of Chriſt, tor one wherein 
you may more ſafely break many of his Precepts, than one of 
*che Laws of the Church. To conclude, you leave a Religion 
© which 15 ſincere, and void of all deceit and fraud, for one 
* which cheats men with hallowed Trinkets, (ſuch as Roſes, 
© Beads, Swords, A7nits Dez, and other waxen ware) whereby 
© they draw vaſt ſums of money from the ſimple, for meer toys 
© and bables. | 

They that conſider not the caſe may look upon all this as an 
inveative, which in truth is but a bare Narrative : and no more 
than is neceſſary to be ſaid, our enemies themlelves being Judg- 
es, at ſuch a time as this. For they would look upon us, Tam 
confident , as a company of deſpicable wretches, it we ſhould 
not dare on ſuch an occaſion to {peak for our Religion, Which 
teaches us, after the example of St. Pau! to be jealous over you 
with a godly jealonſic : fearing leſt ly any means, as the Serpent 
begniled Eve through his ſubtilty, fo your minds ſhould be corrupted 
from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt, 2 Cor, NI. 2, 5. In which 
you ought to preſerve your felves, and not admit of the Rewzſh 
mixtures, whereby the ſimple Religion of Chrilt 1s adulterated , 
if you have any regard either to your Souls, or your Bodies, or 
your eſtates, which are all in danger. Be zealous therefore in 
your Religion, and for your Religion. Show that you mean 
not to leave it {for that is ineffe& to leave your reaſon, that you 
may be rob'd of your faith) nor to leave off your moſt vigorous 
endeavours to preſerve It. 

And truly we have the-greateft caule to be thus zealous both' 
in our prayers and in our endeavours, to fortifie our felves and 
one another ; to rouſe up our courage, to maintain what God 
hath ſo long by many wonderful providences - maintained and 
preſerved : becauſe he doth not ſeem to have a mind to leave us, 
if we will not baſely defert him and his cauſe. 

For mark, I beſeech you, whatincouragement he gives us to 
hope, that notwithſtanding our vile requitals of all his loving- 
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kindneſs, we may be delivered , if we will at laſt take ſuch a 
tous courle, as I have deſcribed. 

Firſt of all, he hath graciouſly heard the Prayers of his faith- 
ful people, who have often belought him, that he wonld bring 
to naught all the evils which the craft and ſubtilty of the dewil or 
man worketh againſt us, Hehath ſtrangely, when we lookt not 
for it, detected their ſecret Counſels , and thereby delivered 
our Soveraign (whom God Jong preſerve) from the deteſtable 
deſign which was againſt his life, This was the Lords doing 
alone; and it ought to be marvellous in our cyes; and excite 
us todo all we can for our own preſervation, ſeeing he hath 
done fo much already, For unleſs the Lord had been our help, 
on# [ouls had quickly dwelt in ſilence, Pſ, XCIV. 17. 

Another incouragement is the happy agreement litherto 
between the two houles of Parliament: who both are induſtri- 
ous to make further diſcoyeries of thoſe ungodly devices which 
are in part come to light, and to provide the beſt means they 
can think of for our ſafety. | 

His Majeſties gractous Declaration alſo, that he is ready fo 
joyn with them in all the wayes and means that may eftabliſh a firm 
ſecurity of the Proteſtant Religion as our own hearts can wiſh, 154 
further encouragement. 

But the greateſt ofall is, that God hath done all hitherto for 
us himſelf, for his owz Names ſake , notwithſtanding our high 
provocations. There hath been little of man ſeen in all this bu- 
{ineſs, or in any of our former deliverances ; which have been 
a ſucceſſion of Miraculous works, for rhe prefervation of this 
Church and Kingdom. We cannot ſay that it was the prudence, 
the diligence, the watchfulneſs .of our - Councellors', which 
brought to light the deeds of darkneſs , but Gods infinite mercy 
alone who toucht the heart of one man to reveal thoſe ſecrets, 
which, for the preſent, hath dafht their deſigns in pieces. As 
confident as they were they are faln ſhort of their aim ; and the 
prey is ſnatcht, as it were, out of their very teeth. They open- 
ed their mouth againſt us, they hiſſed, and gnaſht their teeth , but 
have not as yet been able to ſay, we have ſwallowed them up, 
certainly this is the day that we looked for : we have found it, we 
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hae ſeen it, Lam, 2.16. No Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not 
given us as a rey to their teeth; Which we may very well 
look upon 2s a tuken for good, laying with Daz 7d, Pal. XLL.rt. 
by this Iknow that thos favoureſt me, becauſe my enemy doth not 
tr 14mph over me, When they were in lo taic a way to it, then 
to be diſappointed of their triumph, 1s a manifeſt ſign, I think, 
that God hath a kindnels for us. And may 1ncourage us to lay 
when we ſee them rave, and hear them fil brag rhat the day 
ſhall be their own, Talk xo more ſ» exceed: ng proudly, let not ar- 
rogance come forth out of your mouth, for the Lora is a God of 
k nowleage, an oy 1m aciogs arewei; ev, He will keep the ſe. t 
of his Saints, and the wicked ſhall be ſilent in darkneſs : for by 
ſireagth ſhail no man predic, 1 Sam. il. 3, 9. 

D1d we thus religioufly depend upon him, and truſt in him, 
I am very confident he would ſtill defeat our enemies , and nor 
ſuffer them, howſoever they may boaſt, to triumph overus: e- 
ven for this very reaſon becauſe they are ſo infolent and barba- 
rous, That's a new thing to be conſidered for our encourage- 
ment.  Theſavage cruelty and bloodineſs of their deſigns, a- 
gainſt thoſe among whom they live peaceably, and who have 
been kind as well as gentle to them, is an argument that God 
abhors them as much as we can do; and that he will confound 

'them, if we do not provoke him to abhor us and caſt us off, 
for our ingratitude and groſs negligence in that Religion, which 
hath bcen ſo often moſt wondroully preſerved, We may make 
the ſame complaint to God that Davzd did, and thereby move 
himto pity us ; that they are not only our exemies wrongfully, 
but have rendred us evil for good, and hatred for our good will : 
which is the character of the worſt natures in the world. 

It would have been eaſlie for us, were we ſodiſpoſed as we 
find them to be,to have deſtroyed them all long ago : Our Num- 
bers and ſtrength being ſo vaſtly greater,that nothing could have 
reſtrained us from it, but only this, that our Religion is better, 
Which may make us hope God will be farther merciful to us ; 
and not let them prevail, who are emboldned by nothing elſe to 
attempt to deſtroy us, but by this alone , thar we are taught to 
be ſo kind to them as not to deſtroy them. | 
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If David ument why God ſhould defend hing 
from thoſe that roſe up SR hi, becauſe they were gather- 
ed together, not for my tranſpreſſion,: nor for my ſin, O Lord, as 
he ſpeaks, ?ſa/, LIX. 3. We may much more urge the ſame mo- 
tive, with alittle alteration of his words, ſaying, Deliver us 
from the workers of iniquity, ſave us from bloody men, For lo, they 
lie in wait for ns ;, the: mighty are. atbered together againſt ps 
not for our tranſgreſnon,zor for ater ſin, O Lord (but quite contra- 
ry, becauſe our fear of thee forbids us to deſtroy them) They rus 
and prepare themſelves without our fault : awake to help us, and 
bchold the danger wherein we are. Thou therefore, Q Lord God 
of boſts, the God of Iſrael, awake to vifit them.: be not merciful 
zo any wicked tranſereſſor. Conſume them in wrath, conſame then 
that they may not be : and let them know that God (not they) rul- 
eth here, and unto the ends of the Earth. | 
And itis aſingular comfort ſurely to know and ftedfaſtly be- 
lieve, that as the Pſalmiſt ſaith elſewhere ( 2ſa/. XCIX, i. ac- 
cording to the old tranſlation) The Lord is King, be the people ne- 
wer ſo unpatient ; he ſitteth between the Cherubims ( 7. e. go- 
yerns the world) be the earth never ſo unquict, Upon him there- 
fore let:us depend and. commend our ſelves piouſly to his pro- 
tection, and we need not fear all the power on earth, that they 
can rajle agplol us. As for their intereſt in heaven, we are ſure 
it is very.{mall., For zf' the Lord had-not been on onr ſide, when 
they roſe up azaint us; then they had ſwallowed us up quick, when 
they were fo wrathfully diſpleaſed at us. They depended it's like 
very much upon their ſuppoſed intereſt in the Saints: whom 
they ply hard with their prayers, and it is probable beſought 
their help very earneſtly upon this occaſion, * For I find they 
have relyed.upon them, more thaa they are willing to confels,in 
former times : ooh EE when the Spaniards invaded us with 
their 4rmada.called Izvincible, An Image then of the Bleſſed 
Virgin, famous as they pretend for Miracles both on the Sea 
and Land,was broyght-in great pomp trom De/. Puig to the great 
Churchof the Ciay af /a/ea1t4, And there 2 Solema Zireny Was 
Sung t0 her upogthe 17. .0f Fu/x: being Sv7day 1588. part of 
which Tſhill recite (out of Ferdinanto Texeda) that yon my 
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how little credir'is to be given to them, when they tell you they 
only deſire the Saints to pray for them. 


we Sinners beſeech thee to hear us, that thow wouldſt impetrate 
erne Repentance for us. 
We beſeech rhee to hear us. | | 
That thou woulaſt take care to preſerve the Apoſtolick 'See, and 
all Eccleſiaſtical Orders in Holy Religion. | 
We beleech thee to hear us, 
That all Storms allayed thou wouldſt condutt the Catholick Fleet 
of the Caiholick King in (afety to the aeftred Haven, 
We beleech thee, 8&c. | h 
That thou wouldſt make the Catholick Fleet of the Gatholick 
King vittorious over Savage Hereticks, 
We beleech thee, &c. 
That thou wouldſt ſmite the obſtinate Hereticks of England 
with fear and trembling. 
We beleech thee to hear us. 


I omit thereſt, becauſe this is ſufficieat jp ſhow where their 
great ſtrength lies (as to the other VVorld) which as it faiied 
then, ſo no doubt it ever will intime to come. For they are- in- 
ſNigated to their bloody attempts by another ſort of inviſible 
powers, who, if God permit, may give them indeed very great 
aſiſtance. But the bleſſed Virgin and the Saints, 'if they know 
what is doing here, weare well aſſured will pray againſt them, 
and join with us (without our ſupplicating their favour) in fuch 
humble requeſts as theſe, 


O God, to whom Vengeance belongeth : O God, to whom Venge- 
ance belongeth, ſhew thy ſelf. | 

Life, up thy ſelf, thou Fudge of the Earth ; render a reward to 
the proud. - 

zathes long [ball the wicked,how long ſhall the wicked triumph? 

How long ſhall they utter and ſpeak hard things? and all the 

workers of Iniquity boaſt themſelues, Plal, XCIV. 1,2 3,4. 
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ths a whole Pſalm appointed to be 


read this morning (and compoſed in ſome ſuch diftreſs asnow 
preſſes us) with fuch alterations as may make it applicable to 
our condition; I am confident Iſhall neither offend rhe Saints 
in Heaven, nor the Saiats on Earth, F 


Pſal. LXXXIII 

Keep not thou ſilence, O God : bold mot thy peace, and be not 
/till, O God, 

For lo, thine Enemies make a tumult, and they that hate thee 
bave lift up the head, 

They have taken crafty Counſel againſt thy People, and conſult- 
ed againſt thy hidden ones, 

They have ſatd,come,and let us cut them off from being a Church 
that their Name may be nomore in remembrance. 

For they have conſulted together with one conſent : they are con- 
federate againſt thee, 

we cannot tell their Numbers, and their Combinations , like 


thoſe of Edom and Iſhmael, &c. 


te 


But do thou unto them as unto the Armadaof which they boaſted : 
4nd as unto the Gun-powder Conſpirators, &C, 

O Our God, make them like a wheel : as the ſtubble before the 
wind, 

As the fire burneth the wood, and as the flame ſetteth the monn- 
rains on fire , « 

So perſecute them with thy tempeſt, and make them afraid with 
thy Storm, 

Fill their faces with ſhame : that they may ſeek thy name, O- 

Lora (that great happineſs we with them with all. our hearts. ) 

Let them be confounded and troubled for ever : yea, let theme 

put to ſhame, and perilh, 

That they may know,that thou whoſe Name alone is TEHOV AFR 
art the moſt high over all the earth 


FINTS. 
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Page 7. 1, 3, read Numb, Ib 17. V. 3. p+ 15. 1.26, r. caft 0ff. 
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